Questionnaire - Application of prescribed burning in European grasslands

Considering prescribed burning as a grassland conservation tool is quite ambivalent. One hand, prescribed burning can be very effective with relatively low costs to (i) maintain or create open landscapes, (ii) reduce accumulation of litter in abandoned grasslands, (iii) speed up processes leading to target states of grasslands during restoration, and (iv) to decrease the chance of spontaneous wildfires. On the other hand burning can also have serious negative impacts on grassland ecosystems by promoting the dominance of problem species (e.g. some competitors or invasive species) and by damaging several endangered plant and animal species (especially invertebrates). Inappropriate burning can result in a loss of species richness in the long run.
Thus, there is an increasing need summarising evidence based knowledge of application of burning in European grasslands considering (i) general (e.g. timing, frequency and duration) and specific (e.g. types of grasslands, effects on endangered species) application circumstances.

We are preparing a review of the applicability and constraints of prescribed burning practices in the conservation European grasslands. We have gathered information from published papers, but we would like to include a section with the evidence based and unpublished knowledge of prominent grassland experts from European countries.
We would kindly appreciate the contribution of EDGG members by answering a short questionnaire concerning the current use of burning practices in their country. 
If you are willing to contribute please send back the filled questionnaire as an e-mail attachment till 20th January 2012 to Péter Török (molinia@gmail.com).
We thank you for your contributions in advance!

Péter Török, Orsolya Valkó (University of Debrecen, Department of Ecology, HU) and Balázs Deák (Hortobágy National Park, HU)

QUESTIONNAIRE
Application of prescribed burning in European grasslands

Name/title:

Affiliation:

Country or region of expertise:
1. Is it possible (allowed by law) to use burning as a conservation tool in grassland management in your country?
2. If burning is not allowed, based on which law is burning prohibited (e.g. law of air pollution, restriction for the protection of property and life, etc.)?

3. If burning is allowed, is there any regulation about the timing (e.g. which season is it allowed)? (if burning is not allowed by law, please leave empty)
4. Are there any specific constraints of applying burning as a conservation tool in grasslands (e.g. only in some types of grasslands allowed/used, limited extension of the burned area, can burning be used in protected areas and/or Natura2000 sites)? 

(if burning is not allowed by law, please leave empty)

5. What kind of permissions from authorities do you need for applying burning in grasslands?

(if burning is not allowed by law, please leave empty)

6. Burning grasslands without permission (illegal burning) is an existing problem in your country? (Please use underline)
not present / occasionally occurring / often occurring / is a serious problem in my country

7. Which types of grasslands are mainly subjected to burning without permission?
8. Which types of grasslands are most affected by natural wildfires (regarding to grassland type and management)?

9. Is/was burning a traditional land use practice for grasslands in your country?

10. Any other special expertise or information which you consider important to this topic:
(Have you got any published or unpublished experience on burning management in grasslands? If yes, can you please summarize your experiences in a few sentences or could you please send us some of your published papers or homepage link concerning your project?)
Thank you very much for your valuable contribution!

Péter Török and Orsolya Valkó (University of Debrecen, Department of Ecology, HU)
Balázs Deák (Hortobágy National Park, HU)
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